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1 . AS INSTRUCTED, WE CONVEYED TO PATRICK MOBERLY 
MORNING OF MARCH 20 US DECISION NOT TO HOLD ERW CONSUL- 
TIONS IN NAC THIS WEEK. MOBERLY, WHO IS THE MOST 
RESERVED AND CAREFUL OF BRITISH OFFICIALS, RESPONDED 
WITH AN INCREDULOUS "GOOD GRIEF". 


2. BRITISH WORKING LEVEL HAD SPENT THE WEEKEND TRYING 
TO DISLODGE FROM NO. L0 TELEGRAM OF INSTRUCTIONS TO 
KILLICK FOR MARCH 20 MEETING. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER 
WHITEHALL SOURCE, IN THE END THE PRIME MINISTER DECIDED 
THAT HE WISHED THE FINAL HMG DECISION TO SUPPORT ERW 
DEPLOYMENT TO BE TAKEN BY BRITISH MINISTERS COLLECTIVELY, 
INCLUDING LEFT WINGERS, AND NOT SIMPLY BY HIMSELF. MAJO 
CABINET FIGURES WHO WILL BE ASKED TO APPROVE INCLUDE 
MICHAEL FOOT AND TONY BENN. NEITHER OF WHOM, TO PUT IT 
MILDLY, CAN BE EXPECTED INSTINCTIVELY TO SUPPORT ERW 
DEPLOYMENT. THIS UNFORTUNATE TURN OF EVENTS, ALONG WITH 
EXPLANATION OF US DECISION TO POSTPONE NAC ERW CONSUL- 
TATION WHICH BRITISH OFFICIALS FOUND "HARD TO CREDIT", 
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HAS OBVIOUSLY LED FCO TO FEAR THAT BRITISH SUPPORT FOR 
ERW DEPLOYMENT MAY UNRAVEL IF THE ISSUE IS NOT SETTLED 
SOON. 


3. ALTHOUGH BRITISH OFFICIALS WILL BE PUSHING TO GET 
CABINET CONCURRENCE FOR ERW PACKAGE, THEY ARE NOT 
OPTIMISTIC THIS WILL BE ACHIEVED BEFORE THE PM'S MEETING 
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ON THURSDAY WITH THE PRESIDENT. IT THUS MAY WELL BE A 
SUBJECT OF CONVERSATION AT THE CALLAGHAN-CARTER 
DISCUSSION IN WASHINGTON. 

4. THE ABOVE INFORMATION, ESPECIALLY CONCERNING THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S WISH TO COVER HIS LEFT FLANK IN THE 
LABOR PARTY THROUGH THE SUPPORT OF FOOT AND BENN IS 
ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE AND SHOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH ANY 
BRITISH OFFICIAL. WE EMPHASIZE THIS CAUTION BECAUSE WE 
UNDERSTAND SOME OF OUR OBSERVATIONS REPORTED TO 
WASHINGTON DURING PAST TEN DAYS CONCERNING THE UK'S 
STANCE ON ERW HAVE BEEN PLAYED BACK TO WHITEHALL BY THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. PLEASE RESTRICT DISTRIBU- 
TION OF THIS MESSAGE AND PROTECT OUR SOURCES. 

BREWSTER 
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